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It Never Rains in Tiger Stadium
By John Ed Bradley
ESPN Books, $24.95, 304 pages

John Ed Bradley played football at 
Louisiana State University for 4 years, 
and, after his fi nal game on December 
22, 1979, with a 34-10 victory over 
Wake Forest, he left, never looking back 
until 23 years later. He had become a 
successful writer and journalist, and 
was leading the good life. But, after the 
death of Charles McClendon, memories 
of when he played for LSU creped into 
Bradley’s head, and he was forced to go 
back and seek closure and forgiveness 
from teammates who still remembered 
him. Th is novel follows that path to for-
giveness, and truly 
shows the reader 
how powerful the 
game of football 
is and the draw it 
will have on any-
one who had once 
played, no matter 
what their posi-
tion in life was. 

Th is book isn’t 
so much about 
football, but more 
of a life lesson, like losing a best friend 
and years later remembering about that 
friendship. Th is is a powerful and com-
pelling story that anyone could relate 
too.

Reviewed by James Rojek


