
Sacramento
Book Review

VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 5

JANJAN
0909

Below is a clipping of your book review that appeared in the January 09 issue of the 
Sacramento Book Review.  Thank you for sending us the book.
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Th e Mayfl ower and the Pilgrims’ 
New World
By Nathaniel Philbrick
G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $19.99, 352 pages

Nathaniel Philbrick is the winner of 
the National Book Award for his nonfi c-
tion work on Th e Mayfl ower and earned 
an impressive fourteen Best Books ac-
colades in 2006 for the same. Th e May-
fl ower and the Pilgrims’ New World is 
an adaptation of that original work for 
young readers. 

He successfully took our simple un-
derstanding of the original voyage on 
the Mayfl ower and the fi rst Th anksgiv-
ing, and turned it into a colorfully wo-
ven tapestry illustrated for the enjoy-
ment of any age reader. He blends the 
challenges the Pilgrims endured, and 
their adventures with the Natives, into 
a textbook culture of their times unfol-
ding a story of courage, intrigue, decep-
tion, and greed. He took fact-fi nding to 
whole new level 
by telling a story 
from actual ar-
chives of history. 
I would have en-
joyed history 
much more in 
school with his 
defi nitive work.

His story spans 
from early 1608 
to the fall of 1676 setting the tone for 
us to view the human lives; strengths 
and frailties, that our fore-fathers suf-
fered and fought. Th ey gave up so much 
just for the promise of a new life, new 
government and freedom for their reli-

gion. Nathaniel depicts the truths, 
and spotlights the fl aws in our per-
ception of the period back then. He 
is true to history and culture while 
portraying real human emotions. 
Th is is a book I would recommend 
to readers of all ages, genres and 
teachers alike!

Reviewed by M. Chris Johnson


