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Pieces of My Heart
By Robert J. Wagner
William Morrow, $25.95, 336 pages

With one of the longest and most 
successful careers that Hollywood has 
ever seen, spanning from the age of epic 
productions, such as “Th e Ten Com-
mandments,” and the reign of Liz Tay-
lor, up until, inclusively, today’s fi lm. A 
career so long in the spotlight, as might 
be expected, holds within it quite the 
variety of drama—everything from 
shining in that 
light, to it mak-
ing you sweat, to 
it still drawing 
attention to you 
when you go into 
a downward spi-
ral, and even to it 
slowly fading out. 
Wagner opens up 
about all of it, everything, from the 
most joyous peaks to the most devas-
tatingly shameful and diffi  cult periods, 
and does so without regard to his repu-
tation. 

Admittedly, Wagner is not the end-
all be-all of writers, and does not break 
literary ground with his off ering—for-
tunately, though, his life has been so in-
sane that it practically writes itself. Ever 
interesting and fi lled to the brim with 
tension and intrigue, Pieces of my Heart 
is not the easiest book to put down.

Reviewed by Jordan Dacaynan


