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Unfeeling
By Ian Holding
Key Porter Books, $13.95, 256 pages

First published in Great Britain a few
years ago is lan Holding’s debut novel,
Unfeeling. Holding, who lives in Zim-
babwe and is 30 years of age, wrote the
novel when he was 27—a fact his pub-
lisher calls our attention to. And why
not? Serious novelists in their twen-
ties are unusual, since they rarely have
the emotional maturity to pull off an
extended work of fiction. And, that is
what Holding does (more or less) over
the course of 256 pages, writing with
a smoothness and authority of a much
more seasoned author.

The book centers on 16-year-old
Davey Baker, who witnesses the murder
of his parents on their farm and is tak-
enin by his neighbors. Everybody wants
to save and rehabilitate him, but Davey
has his own ideas. He flees his boarding
school and the rest of the novel involves
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the continent in
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flight, imbued as it is with a curious
lifelessness. A final irony is that the
novel’s title could accurately describe
both the author’s approach and the
reader’s reaction.
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